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nardo was always slow to admit permanently, if any of their
co-religionists could be found willing to relieve him of his
task; for any attempt to proselytize was foreign to his
scheme. But, from the first, it was made clear that his Homes
were definitely Protestant; every child permanently admitted
being reared in the Protestant Faith.
For years, moreover, this principle worked smoothly
enough. And never did Barnardo come into conflict with the
Jews, though, from the first, a sprinkling of Hebrew children
found shelter under his roof. But of Roman Catholics the
same could not be said. Among the destitute children of
East London were not a few Irish and Italians, descended
from parents at least nominally Catholic. Yet, for many
years, the Catholic Church created no machinery to deal
with the problem involved. But when, finally, it dawned
upon the imperious mind of Cardinal Manning that Bar-
nardo was rescuing from the streets certain children of
Catholic parentage, and raising them in the Protestant Faith,
a "battle royal" ensued. For when Manning's blood was
stirred, he snatched at any pretext to remove children from
Barnardo's. The Doctor, however, fighting for a principle, was
no less stubborn, and scarcely less imperious, than Manning.
Hence, when children had been left in his care for months,
or even years, without any suggestion of removal, and then
came orders for their return, from degraded parents whom
he believed were being used merely as cats'-paws by the
Cardinal, it was soon discovered that "the little Doctor"
was prepared to fight vigorously for "his children".
In the early eighties the Roman Catholic Church in
England awakened to the problem of caring for destitute
children of her own Faith. But, at first, her efforts were
halting: not till 1887—when Cardinal Manning appointed
Canon St. John "to look after the waifs and strays of South
London"—was an aggressive policy launched; and from that
moment, Manning declared war upon Barnardo's Homes.
Agreements entered into between Roman Catholic priests

